
^r| h| il C^7

Faculty of Science Minutes of Meeting

November 30, 1977

A regular meeting of the Faculty of Science, chaired by Dr. E. 
McAlduff, was held Wednesday, November 30, 1977 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 119, 
Nicholson Hall. Thirty-one members attended.

The minutes of the previous meeting, October 11, 1977, were 
approved, with one objection, on a motion by Dr. L.P. Chiasson, seconded 
by Dr. R. MacKinnon.

Business arising from the Minutes:

Dean Sears reported that a number of complaints had been received 
concerning the December examination schedule. He informed the meeting that 
he would be meeting with Department Chairmen to discuss this problem and would 
report again at the Spring meeting.

Dr. Chiasson reported on a meeting he had with Dr. Nicholson, Dean 
of Medicine at Dalhousie University, concerning the use of student scores 
on the new Medical College Aptitude Test as a basis for admittance to their 
program. Dr. Chiasson was not sure but it appeared that no additional weight 
was being applied in the use of the new MCAT scores for evaluating potential 
medical students. These scores were only one of a number of evaluations 
used in selecting from the applicants.

Report of the Dean:

Dean Sears reported that the first grammer workshop had been over­
subscribed and that a second would commence January 4, 1978 at 10:30 a.m. 
Faculty were asked to bring this to the attention of their students.

Student performance on the October mid-term examinations demonstrated 
that overall failure rates were up slightly while multiple failure rates 
were down slightly. Dean Sears also reported on an analysis which revealed that 
of 27 students that had performed poorly in the December examinations last 
year, 20 failed their year, 6 were dismissed and one successfully completed 
the year.

Faculty Adviser Program:

Dean Sears reported that the Faculty Adviser program had again, except 
for some technical problems such as non-assignment of advisers, worked well. 
Course changes were down 75-80% over those of a year ago. Reports from 
Faculty showed total agreement with the program but also demonstrated low 
(20%) response of students in attending the spring interviews. Dean Sears 
felt, however, the real benefit of the program accrued from the first meeting 
of faculty advisers with students and suggested that possibly some consideration 
should be given to discontinuing the spring interview sessions on a compulsory 
basis.

In response to questions and comments of members Dean Sears noted that the 
program should not be regarded as having a policing function and that where 
conflicts occurred between 'deans' and advisers, solutions were readily found.



- 2 -

Course Evaluation Program:

Dean Sears reported, that since its inception four years ago, with 
modifications during that time, minimal use has been made of the Course 
Evaluation Program by students. The major reasons for this were possibly 
related to the complex nature of the of the information and a general lack of 
interest. Considering the low usage of the information by the students 
and the time and cost involved in providing it, Dean Sears, with the 
concurrance of the Arts Faculty Committee on studies, felt that the Program 
should be "rolled back somewhat". It was suggested that the program remain 
available on request by individual faculty members teaching courses with 
enrolements of 15 or more students.

Dean Sears informed the meeting that he would be presenting this 
modification to the Senate at its next regular meeting and wished to canvas 
the views of the Science Faculty before doing so. Some discussion of the
pros and cons, of the 
ensued terminating in 
were sufficient.

existing program, and of the proposed roll back, 
a general agreement that the proposals for modification

New Business:

Dr. Dill asked if it were possible to find some means of reducing
the examination load of many students, especially those writing finals in
December. He noted that 85% of the exams in half year courses were being
written in 2.5 days and felt that this was insufficient time for students
to reflect upon and integrate course material. Dean Sears responded, as 
previously reported, that "time-table monkeying has caught up with us" and 
that he would be discussing this question at a meeting of Department Chairmen 
in February. He noted, however, that there was very little leeway (5 days 
in December), without cutting into class time, regarding available time to 
complete examinations. Reducing the number of scheduled holidays and a more 
even distribution of half courses between the two semesters might provide 
additional flexability.

Dr. Lynch asked Dr. J.J. MacDonald to comment concerning the lack of 
funds for dispersal by the University Committee on Research this fall. He 
noted particularly that NRC had already recognized that inflation had 
dramatically increased research costs and therefore had increased their budget. 
Dr. MacDonald agreed that the UCR budget remaining for dispersal this fall 
was small but never the less higher than is the case for most small universities. 
He pointed out that in addition to the Science Faculty many Arts Faculty 
members, with some justification, were also looking for research support. 
Dr. Sears pointed out that there was a large increase in requests received 
from Arts Faculty members this year and also that the fall assignment of 
grants by UCR concentrated on requests submitted by new faculty members. Dr. 
Lynch suggested that UCR might approach the new Presidential Assistant for 
Development for aid in soliciting private funding. Dean Sears mentioned that 
this type of funding was only applicable to designated projects and suggested 
that possible only proven researchers should be funded by UCR. Dr. Sears 
also informed the meeting that UCR would be reviewing its granting policies 
in January 1978 and that he would report at the Spring meeting of Science 
Faculty. Dr. MacDonald pointed out that maintenance of new equipment purchased 
on grants was also becoming critical in respect to funding but that as yet the 
University had no policy in regard to this problem which should be reviewed.
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There being no additional new business the meeting was adjourned 
at 8:30 p.m. on a motion by Dr. Bunbury.

G.E. (Buck) Newsome 
Secretary


