
Note that came with the collection: 

 

Letters from Scotland 

 

The first large scale migration of Scots from OLD SCOTLAND to NEW SCOTLAND took 

place in 1773 when the ship “Hector” arrived in Pictou harbour—after a long voyage across the 

Atlantic. 

 

These early settles and the hundreds of thousands who followed had to clear land from the heavy 

forests, build log cabins, plant crops, secure food, raise livestock to provide for their families. 

historians have attempted to give us a picture of the hardships of these pioneers and stories have 

been passed down, 

 

But what were the conditions in Scotland from whence they had come, how were their relatives 

and friends faring and did they want to cross the ocean to join them. 

 

Some insights of conditions in Scotland can be gleaned from these letters that have been stored 

away for many years in attics and tin boxes. 

 

In 1801 a family left Scotland for Pictou, North America, Malcolm McGregor, his wife Isabel, 

two songs John and Gregor and John the father of Isabel. They eventually settled in Chance 

Harbour, near the Port of Pictou. 

 

Malcolm died in 1838, his wife Isabel in 1871. 

 

Some of their descendants live in Nova Scotia today. 


