
SCIENCE FACULTY MEETING

A meeting of the Science Faculty, attended by 
thirty-five members, was held in the Science Library 
at 4:00 p. m., on Thursday, March 28, 1968.

Dr. J. J. MacDonald, Dean, took the chair and 
the Rev. M. MacDonell, Dean of Arts, was present by 
invitation.

Before proceeding with business, the Faculty 
agreed that Mr. Peter Brooks, Administrative Assistant 
to the Dean, should be invited to attend meetings to 
act as recording secretary.

1. Minutes.

On motion of Dr. MacNeil, seconded by Dr. Berry, 
the minutes of the meeting held on October 20, 1967 
were confirmed as distributed subject to the name 
"Foley" being substituted for the name "Fogarty" under 
the heading "New Business", and subject to clarification 
by the Chairman of the last sentence regarding a future 
meeting.

2. Arising from the Minutes.

Dr. J. J. MacDonald reported that the proposed 
meeting to examine the campus parking problem had not 
been held because any solution would be temporary 
owing to the forthcoming move of the Arts Department 
and the offices of the Deans and the Registrar to new 
accommodation where additional parking space would be 
available.

3. Curriculum Revisions (Arts Faculty)

By invitation, Father MacDonell addressed the 
Faculty and explained proposals for the revision of the 
curriculum for the B. A. general course and the B. A. 
with Major. The proposals, copies of which were 
circulated to the meeting, had been adopted by the 
Arts Committee of Curriculum in preference to two 
alternatives, and were to be considered by the full



-

Arts Faculty prior to being laid before the University 
Faculty for possible adoption and use by September, 1968.

For the B. A. general and the B. A. with Major, 
only sixteen courses would be prescribed out of the 
total requirements of twenty and twenty-two respectively, 
but two courses would have to be taken in each of any 
five group subjects, and within any two group subjects 
a total of five courses would be required with an 
additional course in the Major subject where relevant.

During the ensuing lengthy discussion Dr. Foley 
agreed with an opinion expressed by Father Ginivan 
that except for the exclusion of Theology and Philosophy 
requirements there was very little difference between 
the proposals and current requirements.

The Chairman pointed that there were no compulsory 
courses as such, and went on to say that if the proposals 
were adopted by the Faculty of Arts, the Faculty of 
Science might be faced with pressure to abandon its 
current Theology and Modern Language requirement.

Dr. Chiasson thought that the decisions of both
faculties should be similar in policy so that when the
full Faculty met there would be a degree of unanimity;
as soon as the Faculty of Arts had considered the 
proposals, the Faculty of Science should meet and 
consider its position.

Father MacDonell withdrew.

4. Committee Reports.

(a) Studies. Dr. Clarke took the chair while 
Dr. J. J. MacDonald reported for the 
Committee on Studies. The Committee had
agreed that for the academic year 1968-69 
the entry requirement for Grade XI students 
should be raised from 75% to 30%. It did
not intend recommending any major program 
revision, it had discussed performance at 
Nova Scotia Technical College of Engineering 
Students, and the whole committee had acted 
as an N. R. C. screening committee for 
scholarships. As a result the six recommended 
had been awarded, and in addition one bursary 
had been approved.
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Dr. MacDonald resumed the Chair.

(b) Engineering Committee. Reporting, Mr.
MacDougall presented a revised engineering 
program which had been approved by Nova Scotia 
Technical College. Senior Matriculation 
remained a prerequisite.

Dr. Shaw objected to the program as 
being not sufficiently comprehensive where­
upon the Chairman reminded the Faculty that 
it had received the approval of its Committee 
on Studies.

Mr. MacDougall went on to say that there 
was a strong possibility of the third year of 
the Engineering course being transferred to 
Nova Scotia Technical College in order to make 
that institution more economical to operate. 
The Chairman remarked that the Principal of the 
College would be visiting the University soon 
at the request of the Minister of Education, 
and might be available to discuss with the Heads 
of the Engineering, Chemistry and Physics 
Departments the new program and possible transfer 
of the third year. He went on to say that in 
future the University might prescribe an 
average mark of 55 as a requirement for its 
Diploma in Engineering.

(c) Xavier College. On behalf of the College, Dr. 
Reid said that the Evening Sessions had attracted

a successful enrollment of local Junior and /; > / 
Senior High School teachers, and that indica- J f 
tions were that enrollment for the academic v/^ v 

year 1968-69 would be higher than for 1967-68.
The College had taken part in a science fair. \^.<v

5. Classroom Problems.

The Chairman said he had received complaints of 
poor attendance at lectures from a few professors, and 
in pointing out that compulsory attendance applied only 
to first and second year students, urged Faculty members 
to give him reports of all incidents of chronically poor 
attendance by others, which he thought should be dealt



with on the basis that a student was failing to live up 
to his academic responsibilities.

He went on to say that there seemed to be an 
increase in failure to complete assignments, and that 
the smoking, eating and drinking of coffee in class­
rooms was not to be tolerated.

The meeting went on record as preferring autonomy 
to the passage of a number of restrictive rules to 
enforce and control attendance; professors should judge 
and deal with cases individually and report them to the 

Dean for information or action as appropriate.

6. Long Term Planning.

Pointing out that apart from the conversion of 
Antigonish High School Building into a new Biology
Department within the next eighteen months, Dr. MacDonald 
said that there was nothing for Science in the University's 
long term building planning over the next ten years, and 
he invited Faculty to give the matter some thought. Any 
worthwhile ideas should be discussed soon because if the
buildings housing the various departments of Science in 
the future were to form one modern interrelated complex, 
long term planning should be started without delay.

7. Research.

Council Awards submissions were not discussed owing 
to shortage of time.

8. Publications.

Copies of a list of publications and papers published 
or presented by Faculty between October 1964 and 
December 1967 were circulated and the Chairman invited 
any additions and ammendments within twenty-four hours 
so that the list could be finalized.

9. Newsletter.

Members were invited to give some thought to the 
desirability of the production of a faculty newsletter.



10. Adjournment.

At 6:00 p. m. , the meeting adjourned, having 
agreed to meet again at 4:00 p. m., on Tuesday, 
April 23, 1968.

Secretary


